
have unique opportunities that 

they can offer, and Kyle just hap-

pened to take full advantage of 

what OSU offered him—so much 

so that the National Student 

Exchange program has awarded 

him  the National Student Ex-

change Student Achievement 

Award for this year, distinguish-

ing him as the NSE student that 

has achieved the most because of 

the  program.  

Students who are interested in 

what opportunities they might 

find on NSE can stop by the 

Study Abroad office in the CLB 

basement (or after Jan., the SU 

2nd floor), or visit www.NSE.org. 

Kyle Fredrickson is a huge be-

liever in the National Student 

Exchange program. “The NSE 

furthered my academic career in 

ways I never thought possible,“ 

said Kyle. 

Kyle originally came to OSU 

from Colorado’s Western State 

College as an NSE exchange 

student last year, to participate in 

OSU’s popular sports journalism 

program.  

“When I find out I could pay in-

state Colorado tuition to go out 

of state, the decision became a 

no brainer,” he said. 

Kyle began to write for the cam-

pus newspaper, the Daily O’Col-

legian as a sports writer, and 

really took advantage of the 

unique opportunities available at 

OSU. “The main drive to attend 

OSU was to further my dreams 

of being a sports journalist,” he 

added.  

Since then, he has quickly as-

cended the ranks at the newspa-

per and serves as Editor-in-Chief. 

It doesn’t stop there, either. 

“That experience gave me the 

skills to [get] a highly-competitive 

sports reporting internship at the 

Tulsa World,” said Kyle. 

It’s not just OSU where these 

kinds of opportunities exist, for 

OSU students, other universities 

Soon, when people come into 

the office, they will notice even 

more options than ever on the 

bookshelves displaying 

OSU’s reciprocal exchange 

locations around the world. 

This is exciting because two 

of the most exciting ones 

will appeal to new parts of 

the world for our reciprocal 

exchange program: Latin 

America and China. 

We’ve maintained an exchange at 

Southwest Jiaotong University. 

Establishing an exchange at Fudan 

University, in the heart of Shang-

hai will be completely different. 

Fudan is one of China’s oldest 

and most prestigious institutions, 

founded in 1905, and is among 

the world’s 100 top universities. 

In Latin America, we are excited 

to announce a new exchange we 

are working on in Valparaiso, 

Chile. Valparaiso is an important 

educational hub, with 9 universi-

ties, and 825,000 people, making 

it Chile’s third largest urban area.  

Valparaiso, also an important 

historic seaport city, has been 

known by centuries of sailors 

as “Little San Francisco.” Al-

though damaged by the recent 

earthquake, its city center is 

under the protection of being 

a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. It is a special place, in-

deed. 

The Fudan RE is available 

now, as they’ve given us four 

scholarships to OSU students for 

the Summer of 2012. Any stu-

dents interested in Fudan for the 

Fall need apply now! Stay tuned 

for Valparaiso availability. 

O’Colly editor found passion on NSE 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

NSE student 

spotlight 

1 

RE grows 1 

Beer / Big 

Mac Indexes 

2 

OSU abroad 

numbers 

3 

Meet Peer 

Advisors 

3 

Photo Con-

test winner 

4 

Tips for Italy/ 

Russia studies 

4 

RE Offerings Grow: China, Chile, & More 

O S U  S T U D Y  A B R O A D   

Globetrotter 
W I N T E R  2 0 1 1 - 1 2  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

584 OSU 

students par-
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study abroad 
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A beer in 

France could 

set you back 

more than €6! 

Fudan University Valparaiso ciudad centro 
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Another 

example of such 

an index is the 

Big Mac Index, 

which came out 

with its own 

iPhone 

application. 

Beer produced in 

Europe and else-

where typically is 

much different from 

American varieties. 

Beer Index, Big Mac Index, oh my! 

and drink something else. This 

is good to know. 

Obviously, while OSU is not 

condoning drinking alcohol in 

foreign countries, the point is 

that responsible drinking is 

actually a major staple of inter-

national culture—this article will 

help you make the most of it. 

Before long, I began to think of 

Europe from east-to-west in 

terms of from €2 drinks-to-€8 

drinks. That’s right, in some 

countries of Western Europe, a 

beer could actually set one back 

€8, and that’s actually really 

cheap compared to how much 

it’s going to cost in Norway. 

Sometimes those über-cheap  

Eastern Euro brews are a lot 

better than their much-pricier 

Western counterparts, and in 

the case of France where beer is 

pricy, trying some wine would 

be a much cheaper and more 

authentic way of taste-testing 

the local palette. 

The point here is that the more 

you’re paying for something, the 

less authentic it likely is. Don’t 

be that American who is naïve 

enough to think that the French 

locals themselves are going to 

pay €8 for a biére! 

EuropeanBeerGuide.net has an 

index of beer prices from coun-

try-to-country that is pretty 

accurate, and despite its name, it 

also includes data for the 

Americas as well as Asia. They 

list American pubs among the 

most expensive in the world, 

interestingly enough, at about 

€4.40 a pour (about $5.80!). Our 

Canadian counterparts enjoy 

slightly cheaper brews, at “just” 

€3.32, and even cheaper in Mex-

ico at €1.69. 

In Asia, beers are surprisingly 

cheap, actually. While Koreans 

pay €2.50 a glass, the high-

rolling businessmen in Hong 

Kong pay only €1.10 a glass. 

This is good news for OSU 

students studying anywhere 

from Yonsei to Fudan. 

The Big Mac Index, which has 

came out with its own iPhone 

application in 2010, ranks coun-

tries based on the cost of a 

McDonald’s Big Mac.  

In case one didn’t know, that’s 

right, the same sandwich can 

cost anywhere from $1.50 in 

By Nick Emenhiser 
Peer Advisor 
 
While I studied abroad in Esto-

nia, one thing I thought a lot 

about was the price of a beer 

from one country to another, 

strangely. You may be thinking 

that this is a strange thing to 

pick out of the blue to fixate on, 

but as it happened, I was study-

ing in a country where a beer 

could be ordered in a pub or 

restaurant for as little as €2—

and then as soon as I crossed 

the Gulf of Finland, the exact 

same beers (or often, lesser-

brands) would suddenly be at 

least €5. 

In actuality, I think that isolating 

the cost of a common staple 

such as a beer, or a Big 

Mac, and comparing 

the cost from one 

border to another, is a 

great way to ascertain 

the cost of touring a 

country. For example, 

in some countries, 

traditionally eating out 

is a luxury reserved for 

special occasions—or 

in some countries they 

just don’t drink beer, 

Those  

Euros really 

do add up! 

€1 = $1.35 

(-05/12/11)  

 

 

G L O B E T R O T T E R  
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Croatia, the world’s cheapest, to 

$7.20 in Norway, the world’s most 

expensive. Sweden and Switzerland 

are also both over the $6 mark, while 

China and Ukraine are both beneath 

the $2 mark. 

For some reason, a Big Mac in Brazil 

costs $5.77. Meanwhile, Brazil also 

boasts the cheapest beer prices in the 

world, at 75 Eurocents (€), which is 

still less than $1. 

In 2009, the Big Mac Index also 

came out with an amazing list of the 

“fastest earned” Big Macs, based on 

average wages. For instance, in To-

kyo or L.A. you could earn a Big Mac 

every 11 minutes. In Auckland and 

Sydney, a Big Mac is earned every 14 

minutes. In Chicago, Miami, and 

New York, that Big Mac is earned 

every 12 minutes. 

On the other side of the coin, a Big 

Mac is earned in Nairobi, Kenya 

every 158 minutes. That means 

that the average wage for over 

2 and 1/2 hours is the equiva-

lent cost of 1 Big Mac in that 

nation. In Bratislava, Slovakia 

and Budapest, Hungary, a Big 

Mac is earned every 60 min-

utes—ranking as Europe’s 

hardest work for a Big Mac.  

So what does this mean? In the 

case of the Big Mac Index, it 

may explain the complex eco-

nomics behind the cost of food 

in a nation—often going be-

yond simple cost of living to 

include shipping and taxation 

costs. 

In the case of world beer 

prices, this can help one pre-

dict social expenses in a coun-

try, if you plan on going out on 

the town—which can, indeed, 

be one of the hardest things to 

predict. 

Shane is a senior in Animal 

Sciences/Pre-vet and Span-

ish. He plans on finishing 

his last semester Puerto 

Rico on National Student 

Exchange. 

Shane has been working in 

the Study Abroad Office 

since this semester, and 

has studied abroad in Pue-

bla, Mexico. He originally 

intended to only spend a 

few weeks there, and 

ended up extending it for 

an entire year! 

Shane is fluent in Spanish. 

students outbound, representing 

over almost a 4% increase from the 

last academic year before. 465 of 

these students went on faculty-led 

short trips abroad, led by 161 who 

went on Spears School of Business 

programs. 111 went on CASNR 

programs. Other colleges on cam-

pus combined to send 193 students 

on faculty-led short trips. 

 Our study abroad office 

has also sent 119 people in the last 

academic year on long-term pro-

grams. This number includes 66 on 

reciprocal exchange programs 

(representing a 61% growth), 45 on 

affiliated-approved programs, and 8 

students on the National Student 

Exchange.  

 In the last academic year 

we also took in 84 inbound ex-

change students. 

 Not unlike most other 

trends at OSU, our numbers of 

participants in study abroad pro-

grams has never been better. In-

deed, with record numbers of OSU 

students taking advantage of inter-

national opportunities, there is now 

more international exposure on 

campus than ever before. 

 In total, for the 2010-

2011 academic year, we sent 584 

Record OSU study abroad numbers 

Meet the Peer Advisors: 

“In total, for 

the 2010-2011 

academic year, 

we sent 584 

students 

outbound.” 

Alejandra Gonzalez Nick Emenhiser Shane Hewson 

Shane, Alejandra, Nick 

Alejandra is a senior in politi-

cal science, graduating in 

December. She was also the 

first student to enroll in 

OSU’s new International 

Studies minor program.  

She has been working in the 

Study Abroad Office for over 

a year now, and also studied 

abroad in the Czech Republic 

and in Morocco. 

Alejandra belongs to Phi Beta 

Delta and is working toward 

a Fulbright in Spain. After 

graduating in December, she 

will be working for the 

Obama campaign in Chicago. 

She is also fluent in Spanish 

and French and has also stud-

ied Arabic and Czech. 

Nick is a junior in political 

science, graduating next 

year. He is also working 

on minors in Russian Lan-

guage & Literature and 

International Studies. 

Nick has been working in 

the Study Abroad Office 

since this semester, and 

has studied abroad in Es-

tonia and is currently 

working toward going 

back to study in Moscow 

on a Boren Scholarship. 

Nick is fluent in Russian 

and has studied Dutch as 

well. 



1. AIFS in St. Pe-

tersburg. $11,995/

sem. $6,495 for 

summer program. 

See aifsa-

broad.com. 

2. CIEE in St. Pe-

tersburg. 

$12,700/sem. 

Summer program 

available also, cost 

available after 

12/15/11. See 

www.ciee.org. 

3. SRAS in St. 

Petersburg, Nov-

gorod, Irkutsk, 

Kiev, Odessa, or 

Moscow. Summer 

($3,395-$6,295) and semester 

($7,695-9,950) programs. See 

www.sras.org. 

Direct Enroll (pay HOST tuition, 

cover own living expenses): 

1. Petrozavodsk State University, 

Petrozavodsk, Russia — Summer 

program. 

Contact Keith Tribble in OSU lan-

guage department. ktribble@okstate.edu 

2. Russian State University for the 

Humanities (RGGU), Moscow, Russia. 

See www.rggu.com. 

Reciprocal Exchange (pay 

OSU tuition, cover own living ex-

penses). Not Russian, but nearby! 

1. Uni. Tartu in Tartu, Estonia. See 

www.ut.ee. 

2. Uni. Latvia in Riga, Latvia. See 

www.lu.lv. 

3. Jagiellonian University in Krakow, 

Poland. See www.uj.edu.pl. 

Affiliated Approved (full 

program cost includes tuition, 

living expenses): 

050 Classroom Building 

Stillwater, OK 74074  

Phone: 405-744-8569 

Fax: 405-744-5667 

E-mail: 

abroad@okstate.edu 

OSU Study Abroad  

How to go: Russia 

“Interlaken” by Wil 

Stokes. Photo Contest.  

How to go: Italy 
Reciprocal Ex-

change (pay OSU tuition, 

cover own living expenses): 

*LIMITED ENGLISH COURSES 

AT ITALIAN INSTIUTIONS R.E. 

1. Uni. Bologna in Bologna, 

Italy. See www.unibo.it. 

2. Poli. di Milano in Milan, 

Italy. See www.polimi.it. 

AFFILIATED AP-

PROVED (full program 

cost includes tuition, living 

expenses) 

1. ISA in Florence 

($14,800/semester and 

$4,400-$11,300 summer 

programs) or 

Rome($15,900/semester and 

$5,950-$11,000 summer 

programs). Summer and 

semester programs. See 

www.studiesabroad.com. 

2. AIFS in Florence or Rome. Sum-

mer and semester programs. 

$15,695/semester and 

$5,995/summer. See 

www.aifsabroad.com. 

3. API in Florence, Rome, Taormina, 

Tuscania, or Venice. Summer and 

semester programs. $14,980/sem. 

$3,700-$10,450 short programs. 

See www.apistudyabroad.com. 

4. Study Abroad Italy in Florence 

($10,400-$14,500/sem.), Siena 

($17,300/sem.), Rome ($10,500-

$17,200/sem.), Sicily 

($13,900/sem.), or Milan 

($19,800/sem.). Summer and 

semester programs. See 

www.saiprograms.com.  

SCHOLARSHIPS / FINAID 

State of Oklahoma financial aid can 

only be applied to Reciprocal, 

Federal financial aid can be applied 

to Affiliated also. OSU Study Abroad 

scholarships apply to all. 

 

Saint Petersburg is a city of ca-

nals and over 80 islands 

Milan is one of the world’s 

foremost shopping meccas 

Don’t forget to consult  

the Study Abroad of-

fice! We’re here just 

for helping you! 


